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Pour les membres de la Fondation et leur familie, une excur¬
sion a Hildesheim est prévue dans la premiere quinzaine du
mois de septembre pour visiter 1'exposition "Les trésors du
Musée de Bagdad".

La séance a été clöturée par le president de 1'assem¬
blee a 16h.5O.

** *

EXCAVATIONS AT ISIN (MESOPOTAMIA).

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At first I should like to express my best thanks for your very
kind invitation and especially for the friendly words of wel¬

come. I can affirm that I gladly came to Brussels, because it

is a great honour for me to read a paper about the results of
the excavation at Isin in the Musée du Cinquantenaire.

Our excavation at the ancient city of Isin was begun in spring

of 1973. The last spring of 1977, was the fifth season. Isin
with the modern name Ishan Bahriyat, that means "a landmarks

surrounded by water of the sea", is situated about 200 km south

of Baghdad close to the now paved main road from Diwaniyah to
Afe$, not far away from Nippur, the excavation-place of the

Oriental Institute of Chicago (fig. 1).
The identification or location of the site of Isin we owe to

Mr Clay and his colleagues of the excavation at Kish. During

their short stay in 1923 at Isin they found bricks of Nebukad-

nezar II, which mentioned the city-name in the inscription.
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Since that time until the begin of our excavation illegal dig¬
gings were undertaken by the inhabitants of the neighbourhood
everywhere at Isin. The whole surface was perforated by small
holes which looked like the craters on the moon.

Since the robbers were caught we know the place, where some
human, mostly women heads of terrakotta were found, which are
now exposed in the museum at Nasriyah near Ur. Some other heads
of the same style were brought to Europe and to the States.
Possible the published head of the Schimmel-collection came
from our site (1).
At that place we begun with our first trench and here just
beneath the surface we found a large pavement or a street paved
by bricks or slaps with inscriptions of Adad-apla-iddina I,
king of the II^ Dynasty of Isin from the eleventh century B.C.
(2). This ruler wrote he restored the temple of Gula, the
chief-goddessof Isin, his lady. This building called E-gal-mah

we discovered 3 years later on the top of the hill, about 200 m
southwest from the street.

The most important finds and objects from the pavement were at

first terrakotta-fragments of human statues in life-size, but
only reserved as fragments of feet and legs. Therefore we be¬
lieve that the heads mentioned above and found here belonged
to such statues, which probably dated to the Postkassite period,

at the end of the second mill. B.C.
Second : 33 dog-burials dug in a level just above the street,

contained yound and adults animals, some of them with broken
feet. The dog was the holy animal of the goddess Gula and our
dogs were probably buried as a kind of sacrifice for the goddess

in her sacred area. We also know the date, when this ceremony
happened : at the begin of the first mill., because the western

walls of a later building of the tenth or ninth century over¬
lapped some of the dog-tombs.

A few meters east of the pavement of Adad-apla-iddina we wanted

to reach the virgin soil in a small trench. But although we dug

until 5 m beneath the plain level, we did not reach the virgin

soil. In the lowest part of the trench we found traces of the
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Ur Ill-culture. That means on the other hand the plain outside

of Isin has risen up since the end of the third mill, at least

five metres by the sand of the Euphrates and his branches. The

whole land around Isin and Nippur and also farther to the
south was overflowed by water until the beginning of our cen¬

tury and this was also the reason to call our site Ishan Bah-

riyat.
It is impossible therefore in my opinion to investigate the

beds of ancient rivers or channels by a survey only.

The Tempel of Gula is 66 m long and 51 m large and contains

28 rooms and the both courtyards A and B (fig. 2). The courty¬

ards and the most of the rooms were paved by slaps with inscrip¬

tions. Mostly appear'd the name of one of the Kurigalzu. - We

believe now, it was the second from the end of the fourteenth
century. But in one room there also were inscriptions of Adad-
apla-iddina I, wellknown from the pavement with the dog-buri¬

als, with other words we found his restorationswork in the

temple.

The main cella of Gula is situated southwest of the courtyard

B with a large entrance supported on the northwest site by a

fassade built up by bricks and decorated with recesses. The

same fassade is missing on the other site. In front of the

entrance stood another wall of bricks making invisible the

entrance and the interior behind from outside.

Antecella and the main cella were laid out in the Babylonian

manner as "Breitraume". To the same system belonged a second

chapel dedicated to the god Ninurta, one of the husbands of Gula,

with a recess in the axis.

The main stage of this building dated to the time of one of the

Kurigalzu, probably to the second. Restorations-work is mentio¬

ned by Kadaèman-enlil, perhaps also the second, Melisihu and

Adad-apla-iddina I and last not least Nebukadnezar II. From

the kings of the Ist Dynasty of Isin we only know few bricks

with inscriptions of Enlil-bani. But may-be the lower part of

the main walls of the temple were erected in that time.

On the other hand, just beneath the building of the second mill.



AKKADICA 8 8

we found remains built by planconvex bricks, which dated in
the Early Dynastic and Akkadian period, as we know according
to the new results of the American work at Nippur, where there
bricks appear'd with the inscription of Naramsin (3).

In connection with the walls of planconvex bricks we also ob¬
served two circular structures either used as ovens for bread
or as offering-places like the constructions at Warka and Ur
from the same time, the Early Dynastic period (4).
Also in the supported walls, called kisü, on the north-west
site of the temple there were planconvex bricks used.
We did not find any special or important objects in the temple¬
area except for some bronze-figurines, representations of dogs,
and some cylinder seals, one of them in the Kerkuk-Style, which
may be imported from the north, together with a human mask of
fritte.
But the best cylinder seals, in this case of the Akkadian period
came out in a small trench farther south. This is another proof
for the importance of the city during the third mill. B.C. (5).

Now let us got to the another excavations-place in Isin, which
we called Northern-area, where about 300 m far-away from the
Gula-Tempel, we found Oldbabylonian buildings (fig. 1).
Beneath the surface we saw traces of the first mill., so f.i.
a large house with Neoassyrian pottery, perhaps the domicile
of anAssyrian merchand (fig. 3). To this level belonged several

pot-graves, mostly composed of two big jars. In one of them we
found a sceletton his head covered by knitted cloth and the
body surrounded by glazed pottery.
These graves were sometimes put in walls of the Kassite and

Post-kassite period below. In a deeper level we reached the

Oldbabylonian time and found a large house there. From a small
lane it could be entered, behind the entrance-room was situated

a courtyard with the main room Nr. 4 (fig. 4) (6). The purpose

of this building could be explained by the installations in the

next room. In five big jars and in a small oven were probably

prepared and later backed tablets, especially school-tablets,
which we found here many of them scribed by two persons, by



AKKADICA 8 9

the teacher and by the pupil. So we believe that this building

was used as a kind of private-school. At its last stage it was
burned and we know the date of this event, because we found
tablets with date-formulars, and the latest date which was
mentioned, was the 26th year of Samsuiluna, C1^ examination

taken from beams of the latest building-stage gave the date
+ 1785 + 37 and 1800 +60. If these are right, we have an indi¬

cation to the middle chronology.

The street continued to the northwest and on both sicLe of it

other houses have stood, but smaller than the so called priva¬

te-school (fig. 4).
In one of them we discovered a preserved vault. The purpose of

the room below is unknown, but it was not a grave.
The most of the objects which we found here were pottery exten¬

ded from the OldbabyIonian until the NeobabyIonian and Achaeme-

nid time. Now we are able to distinguish the different shapes

of the pottery in regard to a development of the Babylonian

pottery.

In the last season we began with new research in the south-east
section of the mound (S 100-200/E 200-300) (fig. 1), where we

expected another important building of the OldbabyIonian period.

We attempted to find a place of that period since we started

our digging in the Northern area, but here only a dwelling-quar¬

ter was situated and the palace somewhere else. Indeed just

beneath the surface we found traces of an OldbabyIonian buil¬

ding with thick walls, but according to the Iraqian law of An¬

tiquities we can only extend the trench in the next season,

after we have written a new application and have got the per¬

mission.

Now I should like to give a general view about the small finds

and about the inscriptions.

The fragments of the statues I mentioned. Naturally we found

many pieces of terrakotta-reliefs too, typical for the Oldba¬

byIonian time, the most of the types published by R. Opificius.

Among the representations of the dogs there also were some
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drawings on bronze-plaques, found on the pavement of king Adad-
apla-iddina I, together with the figurine of a worshipper and

his dog. This is the same as was dedicated to the greek goddess

Hera in her temple at Samos.

There are a great number of beads and other pieces of jewelle¬

ry f.i. two ear-rings of gold dated to the end of the third

mill., cylinder seals from the Öemdet Nasr-period until the
late Assyrian time, also stamp seals of the first mill. A cu¬

rious find was a terrakotta-figurine composed of two parts, in

front a god with a human body, but it seems the feet of a bird,

like the representation on the Burney-relief, and behind him a

hut with incise decoration. His beard was coloured black.

The oldest traces which we observed belonged to the Obed-Periode.

The most of the inscriptions found in the Oldbabylonian houses
of the Northern area were administrative or legal texts, dateable

to the time of Hammurabi and Samsuiluna. 1 Fragment contains the

story or poem about the struggle between fish and bird.

But the most important piece of the last season is a brick¬

inscription of the King Takil-ili-su of Malgium, found here in

Isin. Takil-ili-su reports about buildings and other arrangements

for the gods An and Ninsubura and Ulmassitum. 2 fragments of

the same inscriptions are kept in Yale and in Brussels. Mr. Kut-

scher and Mr. Wilcke are preparing the text of Yale now for a

publication in ZA. Mr. Kupper put the rulership of the kings of

Malgium in his article in the period before Hammurabi. In this

case the brick was displaced from one of the city of Malgium and

brought to Isin.

At the end of my paper I have to thank the colleagues and the

institutions in Iraq and in Europe, especially the Iraq-Depart-

ment, the British Museum, der Universitat München, der Bayeri-

schen Akademie der Wissenschaften and last not least der Deut-

schen Forschungsgemeinschaft because it contributed the money.

Finally I thank you for your attention and for your patience.

B. HROUDA
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Notes

(1) Ancient Art. The N. Schimmel Collection. Ed. by O.W. Mus-
carella (Mainz 1974) Nr. 112.

(2) Isin-Isan Bahriyat I (1977) Plan 3.
(3) Me Guite Gibson, QIC 22 (1975) 72.

(4) E.D. van Buten, Orientalia NS 9 (1940) 100 ff.

(5) Zum alten Namen INKI vgl. J.N. Postgate, Sumer 30 (1974)
207 ff.

(6) In the southwestern part of the groundplan.
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