
Desperately seeking Kaspuna ...
Notes on the historical topography of the ‘Akkar plain - 3

Eric Gubel’

To the memory of
Emir and Mme Maurice Chehab

Abstract: As one of many Levantine toponyms still defying an acceptable identification to date, the case
of the 8th century BC settlement Kaspuna (“ruKa-as-pu-(ü)na) is particularly illustrative of the difficulties
met with by many a scholar while attempting to pin down ancient place names onto the archaeological
map. Due to a misspelling in the original transcription from the cuneiform, the search for Kaspuna started
as far south as the Sharon Plains, to end up more than a century later at the Syrian-Turkish border zone.
Following a succinct outline of previous research on the topic, a new identification based on the evidence
from the ancient records will be formulated, locating Kaspuna at et-Taalé/Kastina, at the mouth of the Nahr
el-Bared. The search for Kaspuna having become quite desperate by now, it is hoped that this proposal will
finally render full justice to the history of a settlement the very name of which has caused misinterpreta¬
tions, as well as to the tell it is identified with and which has maintained its name until the 1970s.
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1. The search for Kaspuna (Fig. 1)

1.1. From Raspuna to Kaspuna via Rishpon

The toponym Kaspuna entered the historical record with the conquest of cities on the
northern Phoenician coast in 738/734 BC (see below, section 2). Due to an evident epigraphic
error, Kaspuna (f uKa-as-pu-{u)nd)x - figuring amongst the cities conquered by Tiglath-pileser
III in 734 BC on the northern Phoenician coast as mentioned in a fragmentary inscription
from Nimrud - was misspelled Raspuna in Rost’s edition (Rost 1893, pl XXV). The history
of this “curious fallacy” and the ensuing errors in the realm of historical geography were
treated by Tadmor in two comprehensive articles appearing with an interval of 23 years2. If
the initial identification with Rishpon in the vicinity of Arsuf/ApolIonia in the Sharon Plains
was definitively abandoned, new attempts to locate the site were soon to follow.
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grateful for Prof. Emerita M.-G. Guzzo Amadasi’s etymological remarks (infra n. 20).

1 See Parpola 1970, 204 for references to Kaspuna in texts from the reign of Tiglath-pileser III as well as in the
Nimrud Letters 400 and XII/ND 2715. Bagg 2007, 138-139 provides the most comprehensive bibliography on
Kaspuna to date, cf. Bagg 2011, 71, 126 n. 461, 161, 167 n. 778.

2 Tadmor 1962 ; 1985 and cf. Tadmor 1994, 138.5’ ; 2007, 138.5’.
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Fig. 1: Map of the Levant with sites mentioned in the text, and larger circles indicating
sites identified earlier with Kaspuna (map by Rami Yassine and the author).
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1.2. Kaspuna, fortress of the Tyro-Sidonian kingdom?

With the publication of the Nimrud Letters XII and XIII (tablets ND 2715 and ND
2686 respectively), assigned in the editio princeps between Tiglath-pileser Ill’s regnal years
738 and 734 BC, Kaspuna was considered to represent the name of a fortress situated in the
vicinity of Tyre or Sidon because of the content matter of both these tablets figuring on their
obverse, which indeed pertains to matters in the former towns (SAGGS 1955, 150, cf. 127-131).
The information on Kaspuna itself is to be found on the tablets’ reverse, here reproduced in
the original translation by Saggs :

Nimrud Letter XII - ND 2715 (reverse)

30’ Concerning the city of Kaspuna about which the king said : “Why do you delay (its)
their fortification?” While they had still sent no message from the palace I took hold
(of the affair myself) and duly did the job. Afterwards, when they did send a sealed
tablet, it did

35’ not come to me. Subsequently I tore away the surrounding rubbish at the side, from
near too far, and 1 did indeed repair the great gate of the inner (wall). It (i.e., Kaspuna)
had collected ... -four soldiers at my disposal. Twenty of them I took (under my control
and) they went with me: the royal officer (who is) chief of the garrison

40’ I appointed over them. I made thirty regular soldiers enter into the middle (of Kaspuna);
they will keep guard. The soldiers will relieve them by thirties.
As to what the king said, that is, “Cause ten households of the

45’ lasubaeans to enter into Kaspuna”3, the water therein is ‘strong’ (and) people fall sick.
When they have been duly equipped with their own water from Immiu I will cause
them to enter ... into Kaspuna (after SAGGS 1955, 128).

Nimrud Letter XIII - ND 2686 (reverse)

20’ Nabu-sezib ... (lines 18 to 20 are damaged) ... these ... I duly sent out ... they will
go to the town of Immiha. Verily he sent out

25’ (and) went. I cultivated their corn-land: as to their slaves, verily they have gone.
(after Saggs 1955, 131)

A localized identification in the territory of the former Tyro-Sidonian kingdom, how¬
ever, soon proved impossible on the evidence of yet another text dealing with Tiglath-pileser
Ill’s military activities in 734 BC (ND 400) which, after referring to the defeat of Arwad
(“a city ... in the midst of the sea”), states explicitly that the governor of Simirra was given
the charge of the coastal city of Kaspuna, implicating that the latter town is “probably to be
located on the coast just south of its controlling city” (Wiseman 1951, 22).

3 Originating from a region northeast of Babylon, lasubaean deportees had been settled in Kaspuna, replacing
its original inhabitants deported as far as to Ulluba in Urartu (Forrer 1921, 53; Edzard 1977, 271 s.v. ; Oded
1979,24, 48,70, 126).
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ND 400 (centred third of a fragment of the Annals of Tiglath-pileser III) (Fig. 2)
1 ... on dry land ... I caused to pour out, that city I ... in the midst of the sea I trod

them down, to ... [fear of my battle] fell on him and his courage failed, he clothed
himself in sackcloth ...

5 ... of willow set with nuggets of gold together with ... ivory, fine oil, spices of all
kinds, horses from ... from Kaspuna which is on the sea-coast ... I entrusted to the
charge of my official town-governor of Si[mirra] ... (WISEMAN 1951, 23).
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Fig. 2: Drawing of a fragment (ca. 11 x 8,9 cm) of a cuneiform tablet with the Royal Annals of Tiglath-pileser III
(ND 400), from Room U of the ‘Governor’s Palace’ in Nimrud (Wiseman 1951, pl. XI).
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Both Nimrud letters XII and XIII were addressed to the king by Qurdi-Assur-lamur,
governor of Simirra during the early years of Sargon’s reign in the opinion of Katzenstein
(1973, 232, cf. 233-237). Recently, a date in the reign of Tiglath-pileser III was again ad¬
vanced by Van Buylaere, who places Nimrud Letter XII shortly after 734 BC and Nimrud
Letter XIII shortly after the accession to the Tyrian throne by Mattan II in 728 BC (Van
BUYLAERE 2002, 1021-1022). The same author brings a third letter into the discussion, ND
2370 (Letter LXIX) which he also ascribes to Qurdi-Assur-lamur rather than to Saggs’ recent
emendation into an otherwise unknown Qurdi-ili-lamur (SAGGS 2001, 165).

Nimrud Letter LXIX - ND 2370

Obverse
1 To the king my lord,
2 your servant Qurdi-Assur-lamur:
3 The people of the land launa have [a]ppear[ed].4

4 They have battled at the city of rSamsimi[uruna?],
5 at the city of Hari[sü],
6 and at the ci[ty of ...].
7 A ca[valryman] [c]ame to the city of rDana-1 [bu] (to report this to me)
8 I gathered up regular soldiers and conscripted men
9 and went after them. Not anything
10 did they (the people of launa) carry away. As soon as they [sa]w
11 my soldiers they [fled] on their boats.
12 In the middle of the sea
13 they [disappeared]. After my [ ...]

Reverse
3’ ...at the harbour of the city of ...
4’ Just me (?), before I go up to ....
5’ The city of Danabu5

6’ I shall accomplish. The Itu’ayans6

7’ who [are coming?] I shall settle therein7

Dated after 738 BC, this is the letter previously interpreted as documenting an attack
of “Ionian pirates” akin to those Sargon II was to defeat later in his eighth or ninth year,
possibly aided therein by the fleet of Tyre (Katzenstein 1973, 237-239; Rollinger 2001,
237-240; FALES 2017, 235-6.).

4 On the land or city launa, see SAGGS 1963, (obv. 3).
5 The “fortified city” conquered by Shalmaneser III in 737 BC, situated north of Irbid by LIPINSKI (2000: 352-

353, 385 with n 208), cf. Bagg 2011, map 4.10. A situation in the southern Hula valley seems likely, an identifi¬
cation with Tel Abel Beth Maacah is yet to be warranted by excavations in course.

6 Ituaeans: Aramean infantries allocated to the Assyrian governors as a kind of “military police” force
(Postgate 1977).

7 After Rollinger 2001, 237, except for the interpretation “lonians” instead of “people of the land of launa”.
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In our opinion, this letter is no doubt to be connected with a recently published docu¬
ment which invites us to consider the pirates’ episode as rather doubtful :

ND Letter 2737

(2’) ... within the town ... (3’) which is in ... (4’) indeed from (5-6’)
they are digging a moat around the [outside] of the outer wall. (7’) Those (people), the ...,
[made an attack [on/from] the town I[auna], (9’) The guard saw [them] (10’) as he took ...
(IT) We pursued them. (12’-13’). They took to the snow mountain(s) in front of them. (14’-16’)
We took (people) from inside the town of launa (and) from inside the town ...-suri; (16’) we
sent 200 people into the presence of the Turtan. Shall I bring (them) into the palace? (19’-20’)
24 people are dead, whom they seized from the ...-people.

(22’-27’) Perhaps the king my lord will say: “Where are they digging the moat?” It
is joined to the outer wall. They have completed the moat. To this side (28’) a second
moat (29’) the outer wall of the fortress ... (Saggs 2001, 166-167).

In both the former documents’ new readings, there is no longer any trace of Greek
pirates “living in the midst of the sea”, as Sargon would later describe them, but rather of
a town, launa, and its surrounding homonymous territory apparently situated near, viz. in,
Djebel Arka’s piedmont if that is indeed the area referred to by the “snow mountains in front
of the coastline”.

1.3. Kaspuna = al-MTna (Tripoli)?

In his re-evaluation of the Assyrian provinces created in 738 BC, Kessler situated
Kaspuna not too far from Tripoli, if not at its harbour al-MIna itself8. The author rightfully
disconnected Kaspuna from the Tyro-Sidonian territory and preferred to locate the anchor¬
age somewhere in the coastal area around Tripoli in view of the strong emphasis on the
settlement’s border zone status (Grenzlagè) in Assyrian sources. However, the question mark
following his prudent suggestion “... beim Hafen al-MTna? - i.e., “near the port al-MTna?” -
was subsequently neglected by other scholars, who took the equation Kaspuna = al-MTna for
granted9. It should be remembered, however, that Kessler named but this one example of a
harbour close to Simirra, the governmental seat of the homonymous province. Constructed in
the 9th century BC - a date which would explain the absence of Kaspuna in earlier records -
and situated less than 8 km from Simirra/Tell Kazel, Tabbat al-Hammam near Mintar might
actually have seemed an even more likely candidate if the aforesaid author had judged it
necessary to elaborate this point (cf. below, section 1.6).

8 Kessler 1975, 60-61 n. 52 and, recently, BAGG 2007, 138. No material evidence has been found as yet to date
either of al-Mina’s natural moorages before the Persian period : Carayon 2012-2013, 8-10.

9 E.g., the Assyrian State Archives, HEIDORN 1997, 107. Sader (1987, 226 n. 106), on the contrary, accepts
Kessler’s localisation in the Tripoli area without withholding the equation Kaspuna = Küsba.
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1.4. Kaspuna = Küsba?

In the opinion of Na’aman, on the contrary, “the location of Kaspuna, appearing as
the southern border point of the district of Simirra, can be fixed quite precisely”10. Noting
that Kaspuna was dependent on water supplies from Immiu in Nimrud Letter XII (see above,
section 1.2), he concluded that both the former towns were neighbours to each other and,
given the (at the time still) accepted identification Immiu = Ammiya (modern Amioun), he
logically suggested Kaspuna to be nearby Küsba on the basis of the homophony between
both toponyms. Na’aman, however, neglected the topographical specification as to the prov¬
ince Simirra’s southern border at “Kaspuna, which is on the shore of the Lower Sea ... up
to the mountain Saue, the mountain which abuts on the Lebanon proper (sa ina kur Labnani
ittakkipüni.y'f In my reading, however, the expression does not suggest a north south axis
of maintain ranges, but rather insists Mount Terbol’s position right in front of the Lebanon
chains, which is especially the case when reaching the nearest harbour(town) from the
Mediterranean Sea.

1.5. Kaspuna -Phoenician *Kaspon

In his lemma in the Dictionnaire de la civilisation phénicienne et punique, Lipinski
also embraced the equation Kaspuna = Küsba and hypothetically reconstructed the toponym’s
original name as *Kaspon, meaning “of silver, in the direction of silver” (Lipinski 1992,
243). Two years earlier, Saporetti had indeed drawn attention to the root kaspu (silver), con¬
cluding that Kaspuna must have owed its importance to its status as a port of the silver trade
(Saporetti 1990, 136 n. 54).

1.6. Kaspuna = Tabbat al-Hammam?

Another option is equating Kaspuna with Tabbat al-Hammam, which served as Sumur’s
harbour at the wake of the Assyrian threat12. This possibility, however, is most unlikely since
Kaspuna was evidently a border town (above, sections 1.3 and 1.4), and the border of the
Assyrian province of Simirra is definitely to be located south of the conquered territory of
‘Arqa in the Lebanese part of the ‘Akkar plain, whether on the Nahr el-Bared, or even as far
as in the neighbourhood of modern Tripoli13.

10 Na’aman 1978, 230, followed by Weippert 1982, 405-406 n. 21, and Sapin 1990, 80-81 ; cf. Na’aman 2005,
58, 219, 221 and Bagg 2007, 138; 2011, 78-79 (Gabal Ansariya), 126 n. 456, 161.

1 1 Rost 1893, 20, 126-127 and Kessler 1975, 61 n. 53, referring to E. Forrer and M. Weippert sharing this view;
also ibidem and n. 54 for the different Mounts Aua/E and Sa-u, Bagg 2007, 216; 2011, 78-79, 126 n. 456, 161.

12 Pace Stieglitz 1991, 48, who regards Tabbat al-Hammam as the harbour of Tell Simiriyan, a Bronze Age site.
13 Bagg 2007, 138 refers to an unpublished manuscript by M. C. Astour called “Remarks and Suggestions

Concerning the Map of the Neo-Assyrian Empire,” 1995, wherein the author suggests Kasfeh, 8 km east of
Amrit, to conserve the name of Kaspuna for reasons I fail to understand. The site in question has no archae¬
ological remains, and is neither a border- nor harbour town. Finally, one deplores the lack of arguments on
which Astour based his view that the area south of Tell ‘Arqa would have belonged to Byblos.

115



Akkadica 139 (2018)

1.7. KASPUNA, NORTHERN BORDER TOWN OF THE KINGDOM OF DAMASCUS?

In his 1994 reading of Summary Inscription 4 of Tiglath-pileser III, Tadmor suggested
Kaspuna to mark the northern border of the kingdom of Damascus. Six years later, this
view was rejected by Galil, who rightfully insisted on the Assyrian sources having situated
the settlement on the border of the Mediterranean Sea in the territory of the province of
Simirra (Tadmor 1994; 2007, 138; Galil 2000, 511). His reading of lines 5’-6’ of Summary
Inscription 4 is: [I ruled/conquered (the land) from Kas]puna, which is on the shore of the
Upper Sea [up to Qa]-ni-te Gil[ead and (up to)] Abel-Sitti, which is on the border of [Bit-
Humria (or the border of Moab)], dating the subjugation of Arwad and the annexation of
Kaspuna to the province of Simirra in 734 BC (Galil 2000, 512-513 and 519).

1.8. Kaspuna, an anchorage in North Syria?

In his 2000 monograph, Lipinski abandoned his earlier transcription Ka-as-pu-(u-)na
in favour of Ka-ds-bu-(u-)na and took the scribal error sa/sa a-ah tam-tim sap-li-ti (“on the
shore of the Lower Sea”) - recognized by most scholars as such, as encouragement to look
for “Kasbuna” as far north as Minat al-Kassab at the Syrian-Turkish border west of the Gebel
az-Zawiya (Lipinski 2000, 288-289). In order to strengthen his case, Lipinski proposed con¬
necting the “men of Siyan” mentioned in ND 2715 (above, section 1.2) with the homonymous
modern locality and a,uIm-mi-u (Amioun in ND 2715 and ND 2686) with the city of Tmma
(Yeni§ehir), both no less than 60 km from Minat al-Kassab14 ! However ingenious the author’s
reconstruction may seem, prima facie, it is entirely conjectural and does not take into account
the Yassubaean clans, who would have had to cover a distance of twice 60 km (a day?) in
order to supply the garrison’s and workmen’s fresh drinking water in Kaspuna. Finally, ND
400 makes it clear that Kaspuna was appended to Simirra, the jurisdiction of which most
certainly did not reach as far north, not to mention the fact that Minat al-Kassab would be
situated on the Upper and definitely not on the Lower Sea in terms of Assyrian geographical
concepts.

2. Kaspuna, an encore

The composite text of Tiglath-pileser Ill’s Annal 19*15 starts with a reference to the
revolt of Azriyau and the reorganisation of the nineteen districts once belonging to (Azriyau’s
former kingdom ?) Hamath, in addition to “the cities of their environs, which are on the sea¬
coast of the west” (line 10) into the Assyrian provinces of Hatarikka and Simirra in 738 BC.

From the end of line 4 up to that of line 6, the aforesaid “cities of their environs” are enumer¬
ated roughly from the north to the south.

14 “The place cannot be identified with ‘Amyün, 15 km south of Tripoli, as proposed by Na’aman (...), who does
not distinguish the initial Tm- and Am-”, according to LIPINSKI 2000, 289 n. 232.

1 5 Restored from Annals 22 and 26 in Tadmor 2007, 58-60.
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4 The city of El[...
5 ...] the cities of [Usn]u, Siyannu, Ma-[‘a-ra-ba-a], Kaspuna, which are on the seacoast,

together with the towns [.. .] up to Mount Saue,
6 which abuts on the Lebanon, Mount Ba’li-sapuna, up to Anti-Lebanon, the Boxwood

Mountain, all of Mount Saue, the district of Kar-Adad

Given the geographical context, one may perhaps wage the emendation mÉ-Li-imu-na
(Bit Lïmuna) for the first toponym, a settlement identified earlier by M. Astour with modern
Blimmanah, 11 km north of Usnatu (Tell Darük, the [Usn]u of line 5) (ASTOUR 1979, 25-27).
Siyannu (Tell Siyanü), 8 km east of modern Gablah offers no identification problems, where¬
as the emendation Ma’araba (Ugaritic Mara’il) was accepted by both Na’aman and Astour
(Na’AMAN 1978, 230; ASTOUR 1979, 20-21), who proposed an identification with modern
B'amra’ïl, 2 km southeast of Baniyas. Following this first series of towns all belonging to the
Late Bronze Age dual kingdom of Siyannu-Usnatu in the actual Gablah plains, one would ex¬
pect a similar cluster of towns from the neighbouring ‘Akkar plains, nucleus of the kingdom
of Amurru (or whatever was left of it in the Iron Age) on the model of another contemporary
list where Simirra and ‘Arqa are mentioned (Rost 1893, 78, 2). However, which of either of
these sites representing the Syrian and Lebanese ‘Akkar plains, respectively, is to be restored
in the text’s lacuna is of little importance. It is obvious from the order of appearance that
Kaspuna is to be looked for south of the Nahr el Kebvt/Eleutheros, whether or not it be in the
southern ‘Akkar, or even in the neighbourhood of modern Tripoli. However, as stated in the
preceding paragraph, the equation Kaspuna = al-MTna (the port of Tripoli) is a mere guess,
while the equation Kaspuna = Küsba is exclusively based on homophony, since Kaspuna’s
alleged association with nearby Amioun (Belmonte Marin 2001, 20-21 and supra section
1.4) is untenable indeed (Lipinski 2000, 289 n. 232). Situated at an altitude of 681 meters
and more than 12 km from the seashore, modern Kousba/Koubba could not possibly be con¬
sidered as a candidate for an ancient harbour in use during the Iron Ages16.

On the evidence of the Assyrian text itself, the search for Kaspuna has led its com¬
mentators all too much to the south. Quite on the contrary, lines 5-6 clearly situate the south¬
ern limit of the area described around Mount Saue, at least the Mount Saue which “abuts
on the Lebanon” range or, in other words, present-day Mount Terbol 1 7. As I understand this
text, which concerns the territory of the new provinces of Hatarikka and Simirra, the scribe
tried to avoid any confusion by adding significant details to the Mount Saue vicinity after
the mention of the northern and eastern limits (Mount Ba’li-sapuna and the Anti-Lebanon):
“all of Mount Saue, the district of Kar-Adad” is to be understood as “the vicinity of Mount
Terbol in its entirety, in other words, the former Hamatite district of present Kar-Adad”. I
am reluctant indeed to follow previous editors of this text in their proposals equating the lat¬
ter toponym with Aleppo - “Halab, the Syrian centre of the weather god” (Tadmor 2007,

16 Which explains its absence in Carayon 2012-2013 (see p. 14, however, for Hellenistic age geo-archaeological
fossil layers on the beach).

17 For other identifications of Mount Saue, see now BAGG 2007, 216: “Gabal Turbul ... der auch den Namen az-
Zawiya fuhrt”.
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61 and n. 7). It seems obvious to prefer (the plain surrounding) modern Halba (Belmonte
Marin 2001, 110), immediately to the north of Mount Saue/Terbol - i.e., the city viz. “realm”
of Halab in the ‘Akkar plains already attested in the “General’s Letter” and the “Satirical
Letter” (Izre’el & Singer 1991, 117-118; Gubel 2009; 2010). One must bear in mind that
according to the Duppi-Tesub treaty of the beginning of the 13lh century BC, the forerunner
of Adad enjoyed a particular veneration in this part of Amurru: “... [the Storm-god of X
(Sumur?)], the Storm-god of ‘Irqata (Tell Arqa viz. ‘Arqa-Halab18), the Storm god of Tunip,
[the Storm-god of Hal]ab of Tunip ...” (Izre’el & SINGER 1990, 180-181).

Situated at some 6 km from the seashore, the nearest harbour to the aforesaid ‘Arqa
and its satellites was that of Ullaza, on the southern bank of the Nahr el-Bared, which had
been used as a bridgehead for the Egyptian troops and as an auxiliary port in the cedar trade
in the days of Thutmosis III (Redford 2003: s.v.).

Fig. 3 : Map with sites mentioned in the area between Arwad and Tripoli, more specifically the location
of Tell Kastina (map by Rami Yassine and the author).

3. Kaspuna = Tell Kastina, bordertown on the southern frontier of the

PROVINCE SlMIRRA (II) (FlG. 3)

If we are to respect the information provided in the Assyrian sources in pars toto, as
I believe we have to do, we can narrow down the search for ancient Kaspuna to a locality

18 Schaeffer 1968, 682. Note, however, Thalmann 2006, 227: “il n’y a aucune raison d’admettre, comme le
fait Cl. Schaeffer sur la foi de renseignements oraux récents, et aujourd’hui incontrölables, que les deux termes
Arqa/Halba aient jamais pu être équivalents”. The latter author’s argument is based on the fact that no archaeo¬
logical finds were ever reported as coming from Halba. Actually, no archaeological soundings have ever been
made in situ... As for his second argument, the absence of Halba in the Amarna texts, see Izre’el & Singer

1991, 118, quoted in his note 121 and Gubel 2009.
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which is a) situated immediately on the coastline, b) more specifically so, in a coastal area
within sight of Mount Sauwe, c) furnished with a harbour, d) situated within, or at least not
too far beyond the administrative territory of Simirra and, eventually, e) not too distant from
Immiu (whether Amioun or not). In his Kleine Schriften, Alt drew attention to the analogy
between Chaspon/Kaspho and Kaspuna, raising the question of whether some place name
in the Levant would still conserve the early 1st millennium BC spelling *KasponlKasp\maw.
His question, however pertinent, has been lingering for too long a time not to answer it here
affirmatively. Yes indeed, for a locality Kastuna (the “t” being explained by the fact that the
Arabic lacks the equivalent of “p”) still survived under that name in the later 1970s, as I
learned at the time while interviewing several local inhabitants in the Lebanese ‘Akkar20. By
a most fortunate coincidence, our own findings are corroborated by the even older identifica¬
tion “Tell Kastina”, as previously recorded in 196621.

The more frequently used designation nowadays, namely at-Taalé, already figures on
a 1931 French army map (Fig. 4). Scholars have had to content themselves until now with
the nickname “Tell Kristina,” given by the late Emir Maurice Chehab on the occasion of
the First International Congress of Phoenician and Punic Studies in order not to disclose its
precise whereabouts at a moment when the Lebanese civil war had reached a peak (Chehab
1983, 165). It is indeed true that Tell Kastina had already suffered severe damage due to the
construction of the Iraqi Petroleum pipeline and the new Tripoli-Tartous highway, which cuts
right through its eastern flank. In the late 1950s, local treasure hunters had plundered what
may have been a royal grave viz. cemetery containing several gold bowls and fragments,
some of which inspired imitations that were distributed worldwide shortly thereafter22.

The identity of Kaspuna with Tell Kastu/ina, located immediately south of the estuary
of the Nahr el-Bared, perfectly ties in with the aforementioned prerequisites of the Assyrian
records :

a) Like Byblos, Sukas, and other artificial mounds in the Levant, Tell Kastina is situ¬
ated immediately on the coastline (sa ahi tamtiri).

19 “Ob sich der Name, zu dem das Chaspho(n) oder Kashpo von 1. Makk. 5, 26.36 (2. Makk. 12, 13 Kaspin) im
nördlichen Ostjordanland eine Analogie bildet, bis zum heutigen Tag erhalten hat, ist mir nicht bekannt” (Alt
1953, 154).

20 As already noted by Dussaud (1927, 75-95), the toponomical conservatism in the ‘Akkar is quite strong (cf.
also WILD 2008 for Phoenician, viz. Aramaic roots of modern toponyms, s.v.). Besides some of the place names
discussed in this paper (‘Arqa, from Bronze and Iron Age Irqata; Arthousi, from classical Orthosia), cf. also
Gubel 2009 (Bared from Ibirta). Like the late Emir who kindly confirmed my findings also corroborated by
Dr Haikai from Tripoli, these convergences encourage us not to underestimate the validity of local oral tra¬
ditions. Thanks are also due to Maria-Giulia Guzzo Amadasi [personal correspondance 16.03.2010] for her
explanation of the toponym: “A propos du passage du ‘p’ en ‘t’, on peut penser que Kaspun(a) serait devenu
Kasfun(a) et ensuite par influence su ‘s’ (qui est palatalvéolaire), le ‘f (bilabiale) serait devenu ‘f (dentale, plus
proche du ‘s’), done ce serait une assimilation partielle progressive. Malheureusement je ne trouve pas un autre
exemple, mais ce n’est pas impossible. Je suppose un passage de ‘p’ a ‘f en arabe; mais on pourrait peut-être
aussi sauter le Kasfun(a) intermédiaire”.

21 Copeland & Wescombe 1966, 22-23, who identify Tell Kastina with the Nahr el-Bared Camp on the right
bank (!) of the stream ; Belmonte Marin 2001, 321 (34°30’.27 51” N / 35°57’07.48” E).

22 Parrot 1964, 240-250. For a critical (and, on some points, erroneous) review of this affair, see MUSCARELLA
2000, 198-200.
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b) Tell Kastina is situated less than 10 km to the northwest of Jebel Terbol/Mount
Sauwe.

c) The harbour still exists, albeit it in a form due to later modifications from the
Hellenistic age onwards23.

d) In the Amarna Age, Sumur/Simirra (Tell Kazel) and Ullaza (Tell Kastina, et-Taalé)
were unequivocally considered to represent the northern- and southernmost nerve centres,
respectively, of the kingdom of Amurru. With the addition of Kaspuna to the province of
Simirra in 734 BC, this mirror situation was restored.

e) Amioun is situated at a distance of 27 km from Tell Kastina as the crow flies. If
Lipinski is correct in stating that the initial ‘Im cannot be read ‘Am (Lipinski 2000, 289 n.
232), the toponym spelled immi-u (supra, ND 2715) alternatively im-mi-[i\-ha (supra, ND
2686) must consequently refer to another place. It may, quite frankly, simply refer to the
name of a farm or a group of farms much closer to the Nahr el-Bared. Meniyeh with its re¬
puted wells at only 3 km south of Tell Kastina may be a possible candidate if one allows for
a metathesis in the modern name24.

Finally, Tell Kastina’s situation coincides with Orthosia(s) of the Classical Age, a name
unequivocally preserved in the surrounding fields, which still today are called Ard Arthousi25.
Since the latter town developed around the tell conserving the remains of Bronze Age Ullaza,
one might venture to suggest that the toponym Kaspuna/Kaspon does not represent the Iron
Age name of this stronghold possibly destroyed during the Sea Peoples passage, but refers,
more precisely, to a specific quarter of former Ullaza, namely, its harbour26. The textual evi¬
dence concerning Kaspuna is indeed focused on activities in a harbour and restoration works
of a corresponding settlement in ruins. Although only systematical excavations can confirm
this, the mention of an inner city wall rather points to Bronze Age architecture and, following
the new date of the Nimrud Letters, these ruins can no longer be regarded as representing the
impact of Tiglath-pileser Ill’s campaigns, as previously taken for granted, but rather point to
destruction by the late Ramesside or, even more likely, the Sea Peoples’ campaigns, as also
implied by the definitive disappearance of Ullaza from late 2nd millennium sources27.

23 DUSSAUD (1927, 119) expressed the opinion that the passage in the Gesta Francorum concerning the siege of
‘Arqa during the First Crusade “Naves quippe nostrae venerunt prope nos in quondam portum” would refer
to the harbour at Tabbat al Hammam. It seems far more logical to assume, however, that it was the harbour of
Ullaza/classical Orthosia(s), at less than 10 km southwest of ‘Arqa and still in use during the Byzantine period,
which served as a bridgehead for these military operations. See CARAYON 2012-2013, 4-6 (after GUBEL 2007;
2009) with the satellite photograph fig. 4 of Tell et-Taalé’s natural moorage and, to the north, a reef recut to
serve as a wharf or firth.

24 CHEHAB 1965, 120. See also http://www.localiban.org/article3919.html (accessed August 2017) for a map with
al-Minieh’s main sweet water wells.

25 Dussaud 1927, 77-80 with references and, recently, Wild 20082, 343 (Mazra‘at Artüsa).
26 On Kaspuna, possibly being the “Assyrian Harbour”, see below.
27 On Ullaza, see Giveon 1986 and GUBEL 2010. The town’s history will be the topic of a forthcoming study

entitled “A Mound of Many Names”, the penultimate sequel of my “Notes on the historical topography of the
‘Akkar plain”. That the latter area readily disposed of Anatolian silver as early as the Early Bronze Age will be
detailed there. Meanwhile, see Pierrat-Bonnefois 2008, 66-67.
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