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The present volume is an expansion and
elaboration of several chapters of the author’s
Ph.D. dissertation on Emar (modern Tell Meskene
in Syria), “The Transmission and Reception
of Mesopotamian Scholarly Texts at the City
of Emar,” submitted to Harvard University in
November 2003 and available on microfilm.
These chapters have not only been updated and
elaborated, but have been completely reorgan-
ized. The original dissertation was divided into
five chapters, primarily according to the genres
of the texts : Introduction (Chapter 1) ; the Socio-
historical Context of the School System at Emar
(Chapter 2); the Lexical Lists at Emar (Chapter
3); the Omen Texts at Emar (Chapter 4); and
the Incantation and Medico-magical Texts at
Emar (Chapter 5). The present volume also con-
sists of five chapters, besides a brief introduction
and concluding remarks, but is organized along
totally different lines: Schools, Scribes, and
Scholars (Chapter I) ; the Syrian Scribes (Chapter
IT) ; the Syro-Hittite Scribes and Officials, Hittite
Officials, and Foreign Scribes (Chapter III);
the Syrian Scholarly Scribes and the Syrian
Tradition Scholarly Compositions (Chapter 1V);
and the Syro-Hittite Scholarly Scribes and the
Syro-Hittite Tradition Scholarly Compositions
(Chapter V). The aim of the present volume is
also different from that of the dissertation. The
dissertation studied the transmission and the re-
ception of the Mesopotamian scholarly texts in
the scribal schools of the city of Emar, while this
volume studies the cuneiform scribal school, the
scribes, and the scholars of the city. The new aim
has led the author to expand the corpus signifi-
cantly. The dissertation dealt exclusively with the
Mesopotamian scholarly texts, but the present vo-
lume covers also ephemeral documents recording
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property sales, testaments, adoptions, debt-notes,
the settlement of disputes, etc. Of the more than
sixty scribes, scholars, teachers, and students stud-
ied in the present volume, about fifty are known
to us solely from these ephemeral documents.
This means that the scope of the present volume
has been substantially expanded from that of the
dissertation. With a new title, different organiza-
tion, new aim, and substantially expanded corpus
and scope, the present volume is actually a dif-
ferent book rather than a revision of the disser-
tation.

The first chapter of the present volume,
which covers most of the content of Chapters
1-2 of the dissertation (except notably for the
description of a diviner’s family, which has been
moved to Chapter V), provides the reader with
the state-of-the-art knowledge of the discovery,
textual remains, history, chronology, scribal tradi-
tions and education, and the school institution of
the city. For example, it used to be thought that
the city was built on virgin soil after the Hittite
conquest of the area in the 14th century BC, but
recent German excavations have revealed that it
was more or less continuously inhabited from the
Middle Bronze Age until its destruction around
1185 BC. In particular this chapter discusses the
two different scribal traditions called “Syrian” and
“Syro-Hittite,” which are distinguished by schol-
ars on the basis of distinctive tablet formats (first
noticed by ARNAUD 1975), sealing practices (de-
monstrated by BEYER 2001), and paleography, as
well as some orthographic and linguistic features
(established by WILCKE 1992). Cohen accepts the
arguments of many scholars, starting with SKAIST
(1998), for the existence of two royal dynasties in
Emar, the “First Dynasty” and “Second Dynasty,”
with differing dating systems and sealing practi-
ces, which they believe to be diachronically se-
quenced with a transitional overlap. The present
reviewer believes that there are some unresolved
questions around this issue, however. It is curi-
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ous, to begin with, that none of the “kings” from
the “First Dynasty” is ever designated as LUGAL,
as noticed by PRUZSINSZKY (2003) among others.
Additionally, since at least two of the four gen-
erations of the “First Dynasty” overlap with the
beginning of the five generations of the “Second
Dynasty,” the distribution of the two alleged dy-
nasties seems more synchronic than diachronic,
to some scholars such as ADAMTHWAITE (2001)
and YAMADA (1996).

Chapter II follows the lives and careers of
twenty-nine scribes who wrote ephemeral doc-
uments of the Syrian tradition, and Chapter III
follows thirteen scribes who wrote ephemeral do-
cuments of the Syro-Hittite tradition. The former
are arranged according to the relative chronologi-
cal time frame of the two alleged royal dynasties,
so as to put them into the socio-historical context
of the city. The latter scribes, who appear not to
have been in the service of either the city or the
palace, were roughly classified into two catego-
ries—the local scribes and the foreign scribes
and officials who served the Hittite administra-
tion at Carchemish. Between these two chapters
is an excursus on the scribes attested in some
ninety ephemeral cuneiform documents from Tell
Munbaqa (ancient Ekalte) in the vicinity of Emar.
These two chapters and the excursus did not exist
in the dissertation and were newly written for the
present volume.

The last two chapters, which deal with
the scribes who copied Mesopotamian scholarly
texts (scholarly scribes) and with their composi-
tions, are a revised and expanded version of the
bulk of the author’s dissertation. In Chapter IV,
on the Syrian scholarly scribes, the author recog-
nizes five scholarly scribes whose writing exhibit
Syrian paleography as well as some orthographic
and linguistic traits found in the Syrian ephemeral
documents, and conclusively proves that the dis-
tinction between the Syrian and Syro-Hittite scri-
bal tradition holds also for scholarly texts from
Emar. This is undoubtedly one of the most valua-
ble findings of the present volume. Chapter V, the
longest chapter in the book, deals with the Syro-
Hittite scholarly scribes, i.e. the family of the
diviner Zu-Ba'la, the foreign teacher Kidin-Gula
and the apkallu priest Madi-Dagan. The Zu-Ba'la
family are the best-documented scribes in Emar.
Based on their ephemeral documents as well as
their scholarly works stored in “Temple M,,” the
author successfully reconstructs their personal
lives and scholarly achievements throughout four
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generations. This covers much of the period dur-
ing which Emar was under Hittite dominion.

The present volume is the third mono-
graph on Emar in the Series Harvard Semitic
Studies (HSS). The first was The Installation of
Baal'’s High Priestess at Emar: A Window on
Ancient Syrian Religion (HSS 42, published in
1992) by Daniel E. Fleming, and the second,
West Semitic Vocabulary in the Akkadian Texts

from Emar (HSS 49, published in 2001) by Eugen

J. Pentiuc. Cohen’s work is a welcome addition
to the series, and together with the monographs
by Fleming and Pentiuc, is an essential reference
work for anyone dealing with the cuneiform texts
from Emar and its vicinity.
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