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A Correction to
Dating the Fall of Babylon. A Reappraisal of Second-Millennium
Chronology (= MHEM 4), Ghent and Chicago, 1998
by H. Gasche, J.A. Armstrong, S.W. Cole and V.G. Gurzadyan

In a private conversation D. Charpin has pointed out that we did not adjust the date of
the death of Samsï-Adad I 1 to reflect what we said on p. 52, note 231, where we favor
Hammurabi year 17 (= 1679 BC) as the date of Samsi-Adad’s demise. The purpose of
the present note is to remedy this regrettable oversight, which requires only an adjustment
in the regnal dates of kings 39-66 (from Samsï-Adad I to Assur-nadin-ahhë I). This
adjustment does not affect our conclusions in any way, but it calls for the following
comments.

The Assyrian Kinglist tradition (AKL) underpins Mesopotamian chronology from
c. 600 BC back to the reign of Enlil-nasir II (1422-1417 BC), king no. 67 of our “Base
Chronology Corrected against Solar Dates (-18 years)” reproduced here on p. 3. The
AKL provides a continuous sequence of regnal periods over this time-span, which is
anchored by the solar eclipse of 763 BC recorded in the Eponym Chronicle.2 But at this
point there is a break in the sequence, because the regnal periods of Assur-nadin-ahhë I
and Assur-rabi I (nos. 66 and 65) are missing. The sequence is again complete from
Assur-sadüni back to Samsï-Adad I (nos. 64-39). However, because of the break
corresponding to the reigns of nos. 66 and 65, the span of time from Assur-sadüni to
Samsï-Adad I (nos. 64-39) is detached from the above-mentioned block anchored by the
eclipse of 763 BC. The former can therefore shift up or down according to the figures
one proposes to restore for the reigns of kings 66 and 65.3

At present, the only certain way to anchor this earlier span is through the synchronism
linking the reigns of Hammurabi and Samsï-Adad I. Hammurabi belongs to a
chronological block — i.e. the Ur III, Isin, Larsa, and Babylon I dynasties — which is

See the table on p. 91 and the Assyrian column of the table “Principal Mesopotamian and Elamite
Dynasties of the Second Millennium” at the end of Dating the Fall .... Wherever the dates 1719-
1688 are used in this volume for the reign of Samsï-Adad I, they should be understood as an
intermediate step in the attempt to demonstrate that the textual sources can support the
archaeological evidence in favor of shortening the Middle Chronology.
See references on p. 5, n. 4.

On p. 63, in the table “Base Chronology Corrected against Solar Dates (-18 years),” the dates of
Samsï-Adad I were reconstructed in part by suggesting a hypothetical length of 28 years (14 + 14)
for the combined reigns of kings 66 and 65. The figure is only an approximation, derived from
calculations of the average throne tenure of the ten preceding and ten succeeding kings (nos. 55-64
and 67-76).
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interconnected by a network of internal synchronisms. The entire block is anchored in
absolute time with the help of ancient astronomical observations recorded in Enüma Anu
Enlil (see Chapter 5).

Unfortunately, the precise chronological relationship between Hammurabi and Samsi-
Adad remains uncertain, since it depends on fixing the year within Hammurabi’s reign
that Samsi-Adad died. According to Charpin and Durand 4 the event occurred in
Hammurabi year 17, while Whiting 5 prefers the traditional date of Hammurabi 12 or 13.
For sake of argument, we opted to accept year 17, as proposed by Charpin and Durand.6

Therefore, on the assumption that Samsi-Adad died in Hammurabi year 17, the dates of
the former found in the table on p. 91 and in the main table at the end of the volume
should be reduced by 9 years (1710-1679 vs. 1719-1688). This is easily accomplished by
subtracting the required number of years from the reigns of kings 65 and 66, which are
hypothetical reconstructions anyway, and therefore elastic. Of course, the regnal periods
of kings 64-40 must also then be reduced by this magnitude. The corrected dates are
presented in the table on p. 4 below.

It should be emphasized that all other dates and conclusions presented in this work
remain unchanged, regardless, finally, of when the death of Samsi-Adad I occured within
the reign of Hammurabi.

4 CHARPIN, D., DURAND, J.-M., 1985 : «La prise du pouvoir par Zimri-Lim», MARI 4, pp. 306-
308. Charpin informs us that other evidence in support of this proposal is forthcoming in
Amurru 2.

5 WHITING, R.M., 1990: «Tell Leilan / Subat-Enlil. Chronological Problems and Perspectives» in
EICHLER, S., WAFLER, M., WARBURTON, D. (Ed.), Tall al-Hamïdïya 2 (= OBOSA 6), Freiburg,
Gottingen, p. 310, n. 205.

6 See p. 52, n. 231.
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Base Chronology Corrected against Solar Dates (-18 years)
Reproduced from Dating the Fall p. 63

87. Tiglath-pileser 1 1114-1076 (39)
86. ASsur-rêsa-i5i I 1132-1115 (18)
85. Mutakkil-Nusku 1133 tuppisu
84. Ninurta-tukulti-Assur 1133 tuppisu

*83. Assur-dan I 1177-1133 (45) -1 year
*82. Ninurta-apil-Ekur 1189-1178 (12) -1 year
81. Enlil-kudurri-usur 1194-1190 (5)
80. Assur-nlrarT III 1200-1195 (6)
79. Assur-nadin-apli 1204-1201 (4)

*78. Tukulti-Ninurta I 1240-1205 (36) -1 year
*77. Shalmaneser I 1269-1241 (29) -1 year
*76. Adad-nTrari 1 1300-1270 (31) -1 year
*75. Arik-dën-ili 1311-1301 (H) -1 year
74. Enlil-mrarï 1321-1312 (10)

*73. Assur-uballit I 1356-1322 (35) -I year
*72. Erïba-Adad I 1383-1357 (27)
71. Assur-nadin-a(thë II 1393-1384 (10)
70. Assur-rê’im-nisêsu 1401-1394 (8)

*69. Assur-bêl-nisêsu 1409-1402 (8) -1 year
68. Assur-nïrarï II 1416-1410 (7)
67. Enlil-nasir II 1422-1417 (6)

*66. Assur-nadin-a[j[)ê I 1436-1423 \14*\ -1 year
65. Assur-rabi I 1450-1437 \14*\
64. Assur-sadüni 1450 (1 mo.)
63. Nür-ili 1462-1451 (12)

*62. Enlil-nasir I 1474-1463 (12) -1 year
61. Puzur-Assur III 1498-1475 (24)

*60. Assur-nTrari I 1523-1499 (25) -1 year
*59. Samsï-Adad III 1538-1524 (15) -1 year
58. Isme-Dagan II 1554-1539 (16)
57. Samsï-Adad II 1560-1555 (6)

*56. Êrisu III 1572-1561 (12) -1 year
55. Sarma-Adad II 1575-1573 (3)
54. Sü-Ninüa 1589-1576 (14)
53. Lullaya 1595-1590 (6)

*52. Bazaya 1622-1596 (27) -1 year
*51. IB.TAR-Sïn 1633-1623 (U) -1 year
50. Sarma-Adad 1 1645-1634 (12)

*49. Libbaya 1661-1646 (16) -1 year
48. Bëlu-bani 1671-1662 (10)
47. Adasi 1672 bah tuppisu
46. Adad-salülu 1672 bah tuppisu
45. Ipqi-Istar 1672 bah tuppisu
44. Sïn-namir 1672 bah tuppisu
43. Nasir-Sïn 1672 bah tuppisu 41c. Asïnum
42. Assur-apla-idi 1672 bah tuppisu 41b. Rimu-x
41. Assur-dugul 1677-1672 (6)' 41a. Mut-Askur

*40. Isme-Dagan I 1687-1678 (10) -1 year
*39. Samsï-Adad I 1719-1688 (32) -1 year

On the premise that the lunar calendar was used in Assyria until the reign of Tiglath-pileser 1 (1114-1076), a
reduction of 1 year every 33 years (or 3 years per century) is made in the base chronology computed above (*
marks a reign in which 1 year has been subtracted).
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Dating the Fall from Table in fine . Corrected Dates (underlined) of Assyrian Kings 39 to 66

ASSYRIA BABYLONIA

71. Assur-nadin-a)j[)ë II 1393-1384 Kurigalzu I
70. Assur-rê’im-nisësu 1401-1394 17. Kurigalzu 1

Assur-bël-nisë5u 16. Kadasman-tJarbe I
69. Assur-bêl-nisêsu 1409-1402 O <= Kara-indas
68. Assur-nïrarï II 1416-1410
67. Enlil-nasir II 1422-1417 KASSITES 15. Kara-indas
66. Assur-nadin-abbë I -1423] >
65. Assur-rabi I 11441-
64. Assur-sadüni 1441 (Siptaulzi)
63. Nür-ili 1453-1442 ((Jurduzum)
62. Enlil-nasir I 1465-1454 Agum (-kakrime?)

Puzur-ASSur III Kastiliasu III ? Ulam-Burias <= 1 1 . Ea-gamil
61. Puzur-Assur III 1489-1466 o

10.
<= Burna-Burias I

60. Assur-nïrarï I 1514-1490 ounia-

59. Samsï-Adad III 1529-1515
Burias I Samsuditana 1529-1499 4. to 10.

58. Isme-Dagan II
57. Sam5l-Adad II
54. to 56.

1545-1530
1551-1546
1580-1552

4. to 9. Ammisaduqa

Ammiditana

1550-1530

1587-1551 3. Damiq-ilisu

51. to 53. 1624-1581 3. Kastiliasu I Abi-esuh 1615-1588
1 . Iluma-AN

50. Sarma-Adad I 1636-1625 2. Agum I Samsuiluna <> <= it

49. Libbaya 1652-1637 1. Gandas Samsuiluna 1653-1616 * Rïm-Sïn II
48. Bëlu-bani 1662-1653 Hammurabi SEALAND I
42. to 47. 1663 KASSITES
41. Assur-dugul 1668-1663 Hammurabi —
40. Isme-Dagan I 1678-1669 Hammurabi <> Rïm-Sïn I

Samsï-Adad I O Hammurabi 1696-1654
39. Samsï-Adad 1 1710-1679 Sïn-muballit 1716-1697 Rïm-Sïn I

Apil-Sïn 1734-1717
Rïm-Sïn I 1726-1667 (60 years)

ASSUR Warad-Sïn 1739-1727 (13)

Sillï-Adad 1740 (1)
Sabium 1748-1735 o o Sïn-iqïsam 1745-1741 (5)

Sïn-erïbam 1747-1746 (2)
Sïn-iddinam 1754-1748 (7)

Sumulael 1784-1749 Nür-Adad 1770-1755 (16)

Sumuabum
A

1798-1785
Sumuel
Abïsarê

1799-1771
1810-1800

(29)

(11)

BABYLON I Gungunum 1837-1811 (27)

LARSA

ASSYRIA BABYLONIA

The numbers introduced before the kings of Assyria and the kings of the Kassite and Sealand I dynasties refer to BRINKMAN, J.A., 1977 :
«Mesopotamian Chronology of the Historical Period», Appendix to OPPENHEIM, A.L., Ancient Mesopotamia. Portrait of a Dead Civilization (rev. ed.
completed by E. Reiner), Chicago, 335-348.
Samsï-Adad I =t> O Hammurabi : synchronism and supposed or indirect synchronism.
The number of years in brackets after the reigns of the Larsa dynasty are shown because of the differences between some of them and those shown in
BRINKMAN 1977, 336-337.
The time-spans of the reigns are not to scale.
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