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Within the past 15 - 20 years there has been an enormous increase
in the number of surveys and excavations in Jordan. At present every
period of hominid and human activity is under investigation and the
position of each site and period within the continuum of occupation
and within the whole political, social, geographic and material
environment is under study. At long last much needed ethnographic
research will contribute a great deal to our understanding not only of
present day but also past social practice in the area.

The importance of the area in the consideration of the
development and changes in the wider area of the ancient Near East is
becoming more apparent, also, as the evidence for Jordan's foreign
connections become increasingly well documented.

The first volume of Archaeology of Jordan I. Bibliography,
Bruxelles / Brussel, 1986, 245 p., 2 maps (Supplementum ad Akkadica
III) has been announced in Akkadica 48, p.45.

It is hoped that this present volume about field reports will be
a useful research tool as it documents the results of most of the
archaeological research which has taken place in Jordan to the present
day.

The final publication will consist of four volumes, I - IV, and
is intended as a source of reference for professional field workers
and indeed all scholars and undergraduate students involved in these
special areas of study of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
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