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mVIe INTERNATIONALE ASSYRIOLOGISCHE ONTMOETING / XXXVIe RENCONTRE
ASSYRIOLOGIQUE INTERNATIONALE

GENT 1O-14/VII/1989
Chers Collègues,

C’est avec grand plaisir que l’université de Gand accueillera la
36e Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale du 10 au 14 juillet 1989.
Nous tenons a vous convier a ses travaux.

Le thème que nous proposons est "la Mésopotamie et l’Elam". De
surcroit, nous souhaitons que les responsables de fouilles présentent
les résultats de leurs travaux récents et que les assyriologues
fassent part de leurs dernières recherches.

Une seconde circulaire contenant tous les détails nécessaires
sera envoyée aux collègues qui auront exprimé, avant le 10 février
1989, leur intention d’assister a la Rencontre.

Cordialement a vous,

L. VANDEN BERGHE L. DE MEYER

For information contact : Prof. L. DE MEYER, Sint-Pietersplein 6,
B-9000 Gent, Belgique.

PAS VERSCHENEN / VIENT DE PARAITRE

MUSCARELLA.O.W., Bronze and Iron : Ancient Near Eastern Artifacts in
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (1989).

504 pages, including 791 black and white photographs and line
drawings and 7 maps; 8 7/8" x 11 1/4"; publication date : March
1989; ISBN 0-87099-525-1; cloth binding : $ 75.00

Over the last century, the Department of Ancient Near Eastern Art
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art has built an important collection of
bronze and iron objects from the ancient Near East. The artifacts
arrived at the Museum through its participation in extensive
archaeological excavations, by exchange with other institutions, and
by purchase or gift. Together, the objects represent much of the
ancient Near Eastern world. While the majority of the collection is
from Iran, many items are from Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Syria,
Palestine, and Arabia.

Believing that both the general reader and the specialist will
find in these bronze and iron objects clues to ancient cultures, Dr.
Oscar White Muscarella, an archaeologist and Senior Research Fellow in
the Department of Ancient Near Eastern Art at the Museum, has written
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a detailed catalogue to more than 600 bronze or iron objects in the
collection. Entitled Bronze and Iron: Ancient Near Eastern Artifacts
in The Metropolitan Museum of Art (504 pages, $ 75.00), the volume
will be published by the Museum in March 1989. This catalogue is
especially unusual because a significantly large number of objects
came from archaeological excavations and because the materials
represent many areas of the ancient Near East.

Dr. Muscarella has arranged the objects in geographic sections,
with excavated objects appearing first, separate from the unexcavated
material that is stylistically attributed to the same area. Each item
is illustrated and described and then discussed in terms of its formal
and stylistic aspects, cultural background, function, and chronology.
Dr. Muscarella uses extensive cross referencing and bibliographic
citations of comparative materials to record what is known about a
particular object. In addition, he begins many sections of the
catalogue with a summary of the archaeological history of the area or
a brief introduction to the entries that follow.

Dr. Muscarella points out that each artifact had a mundane or
spiritual value for its creators and users which may or may not be
apparent to a modern student. He lets each object stand on its own,
recognizing at the same time its position as part of a tradition,
related to other objects. In his introduction, he comments: "... the
faded hieroglyph and partly erased cuneiform wedge may be read in
meaningful ways and isolated sherds reconstructed into recognizable
shapes. Thus, each entry and essay in this catalogue represents but
one individual’s interrogation of the objects and interpretation of
their answers, with cognizance of the problems of attempting to give
ancient artifacts a new life in a new world. And the writing of the
catalogue itself implies the belief and trust that the new life is not
untrue to the old".

Bronze and Iron ; Ancient Near Eastern Artifacts in The
Metropolitan Museum of Art is both a contribution to the understanding
of the cultural history of the ancient Near East and a detailed
documentation of an important collection of artifacts of interest to
art historians and archaeologists throughout the world.

Oscar White Muscarella is Senior Research Fellow in the
Department of Ancient Near Eastern Art of The Metropolitan Museum of
Art. He is a graduate of the City College of New York (1955) and of
the University of Pennsylvania (1965) and is the author and/or editor
of numerous articles and several books on Near Eastern archaeology and
antiquities.

For further information : Marilyn Abel, Book Publicist :
212/879-6850

Marylin Abel
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DURAND,J.M., Archives épistolaires de Mari 1/1, Paris 1988.

(639 pages et 3 microfiches, 236 FF pour la France, 215,46 FF
pour l’étranger).

CHARPIN,D. & JOANNES,F. & LACKENBACHER,S. & LAFONT,B., Archives
épistolaires de Mari 1/2, Paris 1988.

(589 pages et 3 microfiches, 229 FF pour la France, 209,07 FF
pour l’étranger).

La prestigieuse collection des "Archives royales de Mari", fondée
et illustrée par Georges Dossin, vient de s’enrichir de deux nouveaux
volumes. Il s’agit du Tome XXVI, qui parait en deux parties, aux
Editions Recherche sur les Civilisations, Association pour la Diffu¬
sion de la Pensée Frangaise, 9 rue Anatole-de-la-Forge, F-75017 Paris.

On trouvera dans le premier volume, sous la plume de J.-M.
Durand, l’édition trés largement commentée de 283 lettres de Mari
relatives, entre autres, aux devins, au prophétisme, a I’ordalie,
ainsi qu’aux maladies et aux médecins. Le second volume contient 267
lettres (les n° 284 a 550) et des dossiers concernant divers grands
personnages du royaume, notamment Yamsum, Habdu-Malik, Buqaqum et
Iddiyatum, ou des rois étrangers comme Atamrum. Les deux ouvrages sont
accompagnés de microfiches reproduisant les photos et, dans certains
cas, les copies cunéiformes des tablettes. La publication d’un
troisième volet, intitulé Archives épistolaires de Mari 1/3 est
annoncée.

Les 550 textes rassemblés dans ces deux volumes et les
commentaires trés fournis qui les accompagnent représentent un apport
d’une trés grande valeur a notre connaissance pourtant déja trés
approfondie du Royaume de Mari dans la première moitié du 2e
millénaire.

Philippe Talon
U.L.B.
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