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A NEW SEAL IN HIEROGLYPHIC LUWIAN*

The new hieroglyphic seal we present here, which is unfortunately
of unknown provenance, 1is being kept in a private collection in
Europe. It is a stamp seal of blackish steatite. Its slightly ovalized
round base has a frieze of running spirals. The handle, pierced
lengthwise, has a strange and asymetric shape, which somehow resembles
a "fist" because of the double parallel groove in its upper part. It
has a tall socle with a single groove close to the base. The measures
of the seal are as follows : diameter 2,1 cm; height 3 cm.

The reading of the script presents some difficulties from the
viewpoint of the arrangement of the signs, which seem to be disposed
in two columns. As a matter of fact it is not clear whether the
inscription must be read from right to left, or vice versa.

However, starting (from the impression = drawing : see figs. 4 A
and 4 B) with the right column, the upper sign is /tu/ (cf. M 182.2
tu /L 89 tu). For a similar (semi-)vertical position of this same
sign cf. KARGAMIS 26 f 4 (1).

Below /tu/ stands pa (cf. M 328 and 328b / L 334, 4th '"variante
ancienne"), in the shape lacking the internal horizontal stroke, as
for instance on the seals Tarsus II no. 62 (2) or Malatya S no. 20

(3).

The first sign of the opposite sequence represents ha (cf. M
191 / L 215.2 "he, hd"), in the unusual shape comparable, e.g. with
that of the Borowski seal no. 2 (4).

Almost touching ha is pi, in its cursive form (M 392 / L 66, 4th
var.), oriented leftward.

Between pi and pa is set M 387[;1] / L 376.2, i.e. zi/za, with
the same orientation as pi.

On the other hand what is placed zi/za -- if a true sign really
exists -- is difficult to identify, being badly damaged.

Finally the "triangle" (M 201 / L 370.1), on the right of /tu/,
remains to be mentioned. Since, however, this does not bear underneath
it any indication as to the masculinity or femininity of the PN -—-
i.e. "IL" =M / L 386.1 for 'man', or the "oval" = M 324/358.1-2 / L
79/408.1-2 for 'woman' --, it might be that /\ has merely a symbolic
value, signifying "health".

As far as the reading of the 1legend is concerned, different
possibilities are open.
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Discounting the odd engraving below zi/za and pa, we obtain (from
right to left) Tupahapizi/za or Tupazi/zahapi; otherwise (from left to
right) we get Hapizi/zatupa or Hapitupazi/za. In any case the
anthroponyms are unmatched elsewhere.

Save -- but less likely -- we have to do with two names (viz. we
would be in the presence of a couple (5), for which again various
solutions are at hand : respectively Tupazi/za / Hapi, or Hapizi/za /

Tupa (6).

Although the general form of the seal is of elderly character, we
think because of its poor workmanship in shaping the handle and spiral
decoration, on one hand, and the developed stage of the signs, on the
other, that it should be dated into the last phase of the Empire.

NOTES

*) For the photographs we wish to express our warm thanks to Elio
Jucci and Italo Bett.

1) Unless there its anomalous placement is due to "Raumzwang" : see
Meriggi, HhGl p. 208 sub 182b.

2) For a reading of which cf. Gelb, ibid. (Text) p. 253b; Laroche,
Syria 35 (1958) p. 260, and HH p. 80 sub 135(4); Meriggi, HhGl p.
51,

3) Meriggi, SMEA 9 (1969) p. 28 fig. 4 (with opposite pl.), p. 30 f.;
for the reading of the PN see Poetto, Kadmos 19 (1980) p. 7 f. no.
6, with pl. III.

4) Poetto, La collezione Borowski p. 70, and pl. II.

5) Cf., for a similar case, e.g. the ring seal Louvre 22.770 published
by E. Masson, Syria 52 (1975) [1977] p. 224 no. 13, p. 232 fig. 8
and p. 236 fig. 13, as wel as Hogarth, HS p. 38a no. 194, with pl.
VII = Kennedy, RHA XVI/63 (1958) p. 66 no. 4, with pl. I.

6) In such event, for Tupa cf. Tupa-ziti (Tu-pa-ZITI !Z|I[) in Beran,
Bogazkoy III no. 21 pl. 29 (with p. 47b); for Hapi cf. Cun. Happi
(mHa-ap-pi-is) in Laroche, NH p. 59 no. 286, and Hethitica 4 (1981)
p. 13. -
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