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HAMMAM ET-TURKMAN ON THE BAL1KH : FIRST RESULTS OF THE UNIVER¬
SITY OF AMSTERDAM'S 1984 EXCAVATION

With the renewed permission of Dr. Afif Bahnassi, Director General of
Syria's Antiquities and Museums, a team from the University of Amsterdam
carried out its third excavation campaign at Hammam et-Turkman, 80 km
north of Raqqa (1).

Financial support was granted by the Netherlands Foundation for Archaeolo¬
gical Research (ARCHON) and by the University of Amsterdam. The University
of Groningen again collaborated for all faunal and floral research, as well

as for the radiocarbon analyses.

1. Salvage work at Dameshliye

This work was undertaken because the overflow from a newly-built irriga¬

tion ditch threatened to wash away prehistoric remains across the river from
Dameshliye, at the foot of our large mound (fig. 1). The succesive occupations

there have left an accumulation of 5 to 6 m over an area of 70 x 60 m
on a promontory of the low river terrace. They consist of
a. a complex of tiny mud brick rooms with mud brick floors, measuring from

1.25 x 0.75 up to 2. x 1.25 m and yielding polished alabaster bowl fragments
of 7th millennium B.C. type,

b. house remains containing orange, lightly burnished straw-tempered pottery

with handles and flat bases. This coarse simple ware belongs to the 6th mil¬
lennium B.C. (2). Large ash tips around the site contain charred emmer wheat,
bread wheat, barley, lentils and bitter vetch.
c. into these remains large pits had been dug in the 5th millennium B.C. and

filled up with quantities of Halaf painted ware.
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No house remains of this period survive, unless the pits themselves are to be

considered as such.

d. finally, adults and children were buried in absidal mud brick tombs in the

Neo-Assyrian period. A cut-style cylinder seal was found in one of them (fig.
2), an arrow-shaped bronze pin in another.
e. a fifth occupation phase in the immediate neighborhood is indicated by

a pit cut close to one of the Neo-Assyrian graves and containing a Rhodian

stamped amphora handle made 'in August/September when Timourrodos was
priest of Helios,' i.e. sometime between 180 and 150 B.C. (3).

2. The excavations at Hammam et-Turkman : Halaf/Ubaid Transition and

Early Northern Ubaid Period

On the main mound, excavation of the east trench was carried down

12 m below the surface to what seems to be the earliest building level. A

drilling made by the expedition's botanist, Dr. Sytze Bottema, brought up

another 1 m of occupation remains, underlaid by 1 m of possibly sterile clay.

The earliest house, measuring only 3 x 2 m, has walls one mud brick wide.

Its floor is 2 m below the present level of the surrounding plain. The pottery

from this and immediately succeeding levels includes very thin-walled vessels

and intricate painted designs (fig. 3). They seem to be transitional between

Halaf and Ubaid and can be matched with material from other transitional

sites (4). Kiln wasters are significant in that they suggest the presence of

professional potters at this early date (about 4500 B.C.). In a slightly later

level, one house had large red dots painted on its whitewashed wall. Clay

figurines include a strangely simplified female (fig. 4). Flint blades, some with

bitumen adhesive still clinging to them, are numerous among the finds.

In three levels the east trench revealed parts of two adjoining houses,
each with its own outer walls along the property line. Unbaked clay containers

were used for the burial of children. Among the thin-walled, hard-baked,

mostly undecorated pottery flaring bell-shaped bowls form the largest category.

Only 5-10 % is painted ; among the designs are characteristic Ubaid motifs

such as solid black triangles placed sideways (5).

This year no work was done in the Late Northern Ubaid through Early Bronze
III levels. For these, we refer to our preliminary report on the previous sea¬
son (6).
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3. Early Bronze IV

Whereas the 1981/82 excavation on the east slope had reached up to
the 336 m contour, the 1984 excavation on the west shope reached down to

a fiercely burned level at the 336 m contour in I 23. A tiny kitchen with seve¬
ral built-in clay features - a basin, a low partition and a bench with vent

holes - had been carefully whitewashed and subsequently burned. Its pottery
comprised truncated conical beakers and ring-painted bottles of the caliciform
culture's early phase (Early Bronze I /A, ca. 2400-2250). Clay female figurines
were of the large-nosed, crested type known from Chuera middle levels (7).

Elements of a necklace made up of shells, rock crystal and segmented faience
beads were collected from the burned kitchen floor. The charred seeds retrieved
here came from a deposit of pure barley.

The next phase, Early Bronze IVB (ca. 2250-2000), characterized by round-
bellied goblets and vertical-rim bowls, was encountered both in I-J23 and
at the bottom of our north trench in 016-17, at the 336 m contour. Two east¬
west walls, each two mud bricks wide, defined two rooms in 016-17. The nor¬
thern room had a doorway 2 m wide leading to the east. In a later stage

its width had been halved by a partial blocking. These walls were still standing
up to 2 m and had filled up with fallen debris, over which extensive wash
layers mixed with ash had eventually settled (sig. 5). In I-J23 we found a
similar situation : first there had been a set of rooms with hard white plaster
on walls and floors, of which one, possibly a bathroom, contained a plastered

limestone bassin measuring 1.74 x 1.50 x 0.30 m, with large trough spout and
branching channels cut into the bottom. The trough was connected to a rough
stone drain which led under a wall and emptied onto the courtyard floor. An
industrial use therefore seems unlikely. The burnt ruins of this substantial
house were covered by a more modest room with a large jar dug into the
floor. Here we found a bronze sickle and a clay chariot model, bed model
and headless human figurine. Flint arrowheads of a type also found at Brak
(8) indicate that the end of the Early Bronze Age may have been accompanied
by fighting. Subsequently Early Bronze ruins on this side of the mound as well

were submerged by thick ash layers sloping from west to east. The pottery

sequence (fig. 6) confirms the impression gained from Hama, Ebla etc. (9)

of a complete break in continuity around 2000 or 1950 B.C. Before this date

it is tempered with sand or made of pure clay ; afterwards we find pottery

tempered with straw and lime or with lime only.
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4. Middle Bronze I

The earliest reoccupation at the beginning of the second millennium B.C.
was modest. In J 23 a one-room house with walls one mud brick wide stood

in an open space that later became a closely built-up north-south alley. Three
copper drinking tubes were found nearby. Still later, the area was traversed

by a pottery drain running east-west and renewed at a yet higher level.
In 017, too, the earliest Middle Bronze architecture was unimpressive,

but soon a mud brick wall at least 7 m wide was built parallel to the contours

of the mound. We would call it a city wall were it not for the fact that it

stands only 1 m high, with a flat top that suggests it was never higher.

Along its outside runs a passage 1 m wide, a second mud brick wall 2 m wide,

then strips paved with mud brick and stone respectively and each 1 m wide,

then a third mud brick wall 1/2 m wide and finally a pavement of storage

jar sherds. A similar pavement was found on the west slope in 1981-82. Under¬
neath it an earlier, white-plastered floor belonging to the third wall was found.
The neck and shoulders of an incised and relief-decorated vat (fig. 6) emerged

from this floor (10). Further digging exposed the original floor, also belonging
to the third wall, on which the vat had at first been standing. The vat was
filled with charred barley, but around it lay charred vetch and peas as well

as charred wood. The 7 m wide wall, whatever its purpose was, was abandoned
before the end of Middle Bronze I and partly dug away for a huge rectangular

pit. The uppermost Middle Bronze I levels yielded the corner of a house and

a clay naked-woman plaque (fig. 7).

5. Middle Bronze II

In 017-18 the levels containing shallow bowls with thickened rims etc.

are devoid of architecture. Nevertheless, the Middle Bronze Age here accounts

for 7 m of deposit altogether (5 m of Middle Bronze I and 2 m of Middle

Bronze II). In J23 the pottery drain was replaced by a stone drain, which in

turn was overlaid by a brick-paved alley leading east-west between two wide

mud-brick walls. In K22-23 and L22-23 walls 3 1/2 mud brick wide, oriented

NNW-SSE and covered by deep ash layers, indicated the presence of a large

Middle Bronze II complex below the Late Bronze I residence to be described

presently. The pottery includes a shouldered goblet and incurving bowls pa¬

ralleled in 'Amuq phase L (1750-1600 B.C.) (11). A baked clay chariot model
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turned up in J23 and a fragmentary plaque representing a deity in a shaggy

garment was found in L22 just below a Late Bronze I wall (fig. 8).

6. Late Bronze I

In 1982 walls running n-S, with thick light gray plaster floors but curiously

lacking foundations, were found associated with some Nuzi ware and straw-

tempered burnished ware in L-M24. In 1984 and additional 600 square meters

of this level have been cleared in K-L22-23 and M-N23. Together they seem
to represent about three quarters of a palace-like building that we provisionally

call the 'residence'. Its walls, 1.25 m wide, were built of large, 48 cm square
mud bricks, 2 1/2 bricks making up the width of a wall. The west wall of
the main hall (figs. 9, 10) had been carried away by erosion. This hall measured

14 by at least 5 m. Parallel to it on the east ran a shorter inner hall (8 x
5 m) with a bowl-shaped clay hearth. The doorways of these two rooms were
lined with limestone orthostats 1.20 m long, 1 m high and 0.20 m wide, pro¬

vided with square dowel holes at the top. The doorsills consisted of monoliths

measuring 2 x 1.25 x 0.25 m. The other doorways in the building had wooden

frames, and imprints of horizontal timbers were also present in many spots.

The main hall seems to have had wooden paneling from 1 m up. A lime-and-

gravel concrete ramp, groved to prevent slipping and flanked by low parapets,

led from the inner hall down to the cobbled courtyard (fig. 10). It replaced

three monolithic steps which led down to an earlier pavement.

The northwest room, with a built-in cubicle near the door, seems to have

served domestic purposes. The southwest block was split into two narrow rooms,
of which one may have been accessible from above only. The space seems
too awkward for the staircase one might expect. In the south center a se¬
parate little structure is suggestive of a gatehouse ; the mud brick block next

to it may have supported the staircase. Finally, the eastern rooms seem to

have served as bathroom and kitchen. Here frequent alterations had taken

place, suggesting continued use of the complex over perhaps a century and a

half. The original 'bathroom' floor contained a baked clay tub and a stone-

lined drain. Next came a horizontal pottery drain emptying from the kitchen
and two layers of vertical drains or pot stands made of reused pottery 'cen¬
sers' (12). Finally the 'bathroom' was paved with baked tiles and the water,

running into the court, was led from there southward through a drain built
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of half tiles. The 'kitchen' had corner hearths as well as basins and storage

jars set into the floor. The original southeast corner of the residence appa¬
rently washed down into the adjoining gully during the lifetime of the building ;
it was replaced by a re-entrant outer wall that avoided the encroaching gully.

To judge by the scarce pottery finds, the residence was in use from
about 1500 to 1350 B.C. In the end the building was emptied of its contents

and the doorways blocked with mud brick by owners that obviously hoped to

come back one day. This hope never materialized (perhaps on account of the
Hittite defeat of Mitanni) (13), and the residence eventually became a mound¬
like ruin, covered by a hard light-colored crust. Associated structures must

have reached into the neighborhood of 018, where mud bricks of the same
type spilled from southwest to northeast in diagonal layers.

The pottery from the residence came mostly from the stone door sockets
that were sunk 30 cm below floor level and collected sweepings over the years
of use. Nuzi white-on-black painted goblets and Late Khabur ring-painted

button-base goblets were among these finds (14). The floor of the 'gate house'
yielded a clay sealing with string imprints, on which three Mitannian seals
have been rolled. One shows a Syrian goddess with a spike on her horned crown
(fig. 12) (15), the second shows a lion overthrowing a soldier with bound arms
(fig. 12) (16) and the third displays a worshipper with the 'bouquet tree' (figs.
12, 13) (17).

Below the floor of the main hall we found a group of fragmentary unba¬

ked clay figurines and miniature vessels that had almost certainly been placed

there by way of a foundation deposit to ward off evil from the residents.
Although such practices are not attested before Neo-Assyrian times (18), it

now looks as if they may have existed several centuries earlier.

7. Late Bronze II

After the abandonment and ruin of the Late Bronze I residence a one-
room structure with adjoining mud brick terrace was built on top, while the
periphery was used as a graveyard. A child was buried in a jar covered by
a plate-shaped bowl and accompanied by a green-glazed faience bowl. An
adult wore a necklace of cylindrical blue faience beads. Additional examples

of the plate-shaped bowl turned up wherever this level, provisionally date ca.
1350-1200 B.C., was encoutered.
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8. Parthian/Roman Period

After having been abandoned for a thousand years the tall mound was
reoccupied in the times when Parthians and Romans were fighting over Syria.

Among the traces of this new activity are many pits, presumably dug to obtain

clay for mud bricks and subsequently filling up with rubbish. A system of pa¬
rallel mud brick retaining walls, connected by crosswalls, was built to prevent

further erosion of the mound edge by the adjoining gully. In the casemate¬

like spaces between the parallel walls heavy fires had burned ; a crucible

found here indicates that these served to smelt metal. Many iron and bronze
weapons turned up in the Parthian/Roman levels, suggesting a strategic function

for this settlement (19). Roughly speaking, two building levels could be distin¬

guished, of which the earlier yielded severe! Hellenistic to Roman lamps. Both

levels, especially the later, were relatively rich in glass, including fragments

of fluted bowls. The total range of the lamps found in both levels seems to

be about 100 B.C.-100 A.D. (20).

NOTES

(1) For the results of the first two campaigns see Akkadica 27 (March-April, 1982), pp.
30-45, and Akkadica 35 (November-December, 1983), pp. 1-23.

(2) Cf. L. Copeland, 'Observations on the Prehistory of the Balikh Valley', Paléorient
5 (1979), p. 254, fig. 4 ; M. Le Mière, 'La céramique préhistorique de Tell Assouad
Djezireh', Cahiers de l'Euphrate 2 (1979), pp. 12-13, figs. 22-25.

(3) V. Grace, 'Timbres amphoriques trouvés a Délos', Bulletin de correspondence helléni-
que 76 (1952), pp. 525-530 ; M.P. Nilsson, Timbres amphoriques de Lindos (Exploration

archéologique de Rhodes V, Copenhagen, 1909), pp. 76-78, 132, 491-492.

(4) Cf. Copeland, op.cit. in note 2, p. 262, figs. 10:4, 14:1, 15:1 ; M.E.L. Mallouan,
'Excavations in the Balih Valley', Iraq 8 (1946), p. 140, fig. 7:2, 5, 8.

(5) Cf. A.J. Tobler, Excavations at Tepe Gawra II (Philadelphia, 1950), pl. 124:133 ; Sir
Leonard Woolley, Ur Excavations IV : The Early Periods (Philadelphia, 1956), pl. 47:13.
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(7) A. Moortgat & U. Moortgat-Correns, Tell Chuera ... 1976 (Berlin, 1978), fig. 20.

(8) M.E.L. Mallowan, 'Excavations at Brak and Chagar Bazar', Iraq 9 (1947), pp. 180-182,
pl. 37:18-23.
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Danske Videnskabernes Selskab, Archaeologisk-Kunsthistoriske Middelelser 111:1, Copen¬
hagen, 1940), p. 49, note 1; p. Matthiae, Ebla : An Empire Rediscovered (Garden City,
1981), pp. 111-112.
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(10) Cf. Ingholt, op.cit. in previous note, pl. 16:6, from Hama H, ca. 1950-1550 B.C. ;
Matthiae, op.cit. in previous note, fig. 37, from Mardikh IIIA, ca. 2000-1800 B.C.

(11) G. Swift, The 2nd and 1st Millennium B.C. Pottery from the 'Amuq (Ph.D. thesis, Chicago,
ca. 1960), p. 207, fig. 3.

(12) Contemporary levels at Nuzi also yielded many openwork stands or 'censers', R.F.S.
Starr, Nuzi I-II (Cambridge, Mass., 1937-1939), pp. 437-441, pls. 113-115.

(13) Historical events of this period and region are conveniently summarized by H. Klengel,
Geschichte Syriens im 2. Jahrtausend v.u.Z. Ill (Berlin, 1970), pp. 218-225.

(14) The Nuzi ware fragments, with eagle heads and scales, are like Starr, op.cit. in note
12, pl. 97E . Sir Leonard Woolley, Alalakh (Oxford, 1955), pl. 104. The Late Khabur
ware vessels are like B. Hrouda, Die bemalte Keramik des 2. Jahrtausends in Nordmesopo-
tamien und Nordsyrien (Istanbuler Forschungen 19, Berlin, 1957), pp. 22-23, 26, 34-
35, pls. 8:9, 10:5.

(15) Cf. D. Collon, The Seal Impressions from Tell Atchana/Alalakh (Alter Orient und Aites
Testament 27, Kevelaer, 1975), pls. 15:84, 138 ; 16:219.

(16) For such 'marching men', that sometimes bend back to avoid an attacker and that she
interprets as dancers performing a battle dance, see E. Porada, Seal Impressions of
Nuzi, (Annuals of the American Schools of Oriental Research 24, New Haven, 1947), pp.
116-119, pl. 26:518.

(17) Porada, op.cit. in previous note, pp. 17-22, pls. 12-13, nos. 201-214.

(18) O.R. Gurney, 'Babylonian Prophylactic Figures and their Rituals', Annuals of Archaeology
and Anthropology 22 (1935), pp. 31-96.

(19) A fortified place on the Balikh, Kommisimbela, is mentioned by Isidore of Charax, W.H.
Schoff, ed., Parthian Stations by Isidore of Charac (London, 1914), pp. 2-3 ; it has
been tentatively located at Hammam et-Turkman by L. Dilleman, Haute Mesopotamia oriënta¬
le et pays adjacents (Paris, 1962), pp. 169, 178-179.

(20) Cf. F.O. Waagé, 'Lamps', in R. Stillwell, ed., Antioch on-the-Orontes III (Princeton,
1941), figs. 75-76, nos. 13d : 45-25a : 76.

Fig. 1. Plan of Tell Hammam et-Turkman and Tell Dameshliye. Excavated areas are shown in
black.

Fig. 2. Impression of black stone cylinder seal from child's grave in Dameshliye square
K 16, ca. 900-700 B.C.

Fig. 3. Transitional Halaf/Ubaid sherds from square AK 16, level 45, ca. 4500 B.C.

Fig. 4. Clay female head from AK 16, level 30, ca. 4000 B.C.

Fig. 5. East section through 016-18.
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Fig. 6. Complete pottery vessels collected from Early Bronze IV levels in I-J 23 and 0 17
trenches. A-D : Early Bronze IVA, ca. 2400-2250 B.C. E-L : Early Bronze IVB, ca.
2250-200/1950 B.C.

Fig. 7. Complete pottery vessels collected from Middle Bronze levels in J 23 and 0 17 tren¬
ches. A-E : Middle Bronze I, ca. 2000/1950-1750 B.C. F : Middle Bronze II, ca. 1750-
1550 B.C.

Fig. 8. Clay plaque showing naked goddess (?) supporting her breasts from 018, level 10,
toward 1750 B.C.

Fig. 9. Clay plaque representing god (?) in shaggy garment from L22, level 12, toward 1550
B.C.

Fig. 10. Main hall of residence in K-L22-23 seen from SSW, ca. 1500-1350.

Fig. 11. Plan of residence in K-L22-23, ca. 1500-1350.

Fig. 12. Drawing of seal impression from residence in M23, toward 1350 B.C.

Fig. 13. Clay sealing from residence : below, man holding 'bouquet tree'.
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Fig. 1. Plan of Tell Hammam et-Turkman and Tell Dameshliye. Excavated areas are shown in black.
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Fig. 2. Impression of black stone cylinder seal from child’s grave in Dameshliye square K 16, ca. 900-700 B.C.

Fig. 3. Transitional Halaf/Ubaid sherds from square AK 16, level 45, ca. 4500 B.C.
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Fig. 4. Clay female head from AK 16, level 30, ca. 4000 B.C.
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HAMMAM ET-TURKMAN 1984 TRENCH ALONG EAST BALKS OF O16-18
EAST SECTION
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Fig. 6. Complete pottery vessels collected from Early Bronze IV levels in I-J 23 and O 17 trenches. A-D : Early Bronze IVA,
ca. 2400-2250 B.C. E-L : Early Bronze IVB, ca. 2250-2000/1950 B.C.
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